The interesting paper from the pen of Mr. Gaddes, which appeared in your issue of September 1st, cannot, I think be permitted to pass without comment. It is hardly necessary to point out that while every one feels a debt of gratitude has been incurred through the public spirit of Surgeon-Major Laurie, at Glover,* as early as 184?, employed chloroform, and found that absolute paralysis of the heart muscle in mammals followed its injection into the jugular vein. Sibson.f again clearly pointed out that in human beings death from chloroform occurred through heart failure. He wrote: "The heart, influenced by the poison (chloroform), ceased to contract, not from cessation of respiration, for the heart in asphyxia will beat from one to three minutes after respiration has ceased, but from immediate death of the heart." And later on the same author says: "We are obliged then, to conclude from the experience of these cases that in man the death is usually instantaneous, and form, administered to dogs and rabbits, has a disastrous effect upon the respiratory centres; it is easy to kill one of these animals by pushing the chloroform until respiration is paralysed. In observing the rate of the heart during these experiments, it could often be determined by auscultation, that its contractions were maintained after respiration had ceased. It was apparent, however, that even when failure of respiration was more directly the cause of death, the heart was, to some extent, simultaneously affected; and there were even cases in which the heart appeared to fail at-least as soon, if not before, the breathing." Again, the report runs: "The chief dangers" [of chloroform] "are (i) sudden stoppage of the heart; (ii) reduction of the blood pressure; (iii) alteration of the pulserespiration ratio and sudden cessation of the respiration. "We showed (see Report, 1880) 
